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will, no doubt, seek for these themselves. The subject is
both an important and a popular one, and the new doctrines
will most likely give rise to some jousting and tilting in
the lists of polemical surgery. Viewed in their physiological
aspect-e. g., as regards the denial that severed tendons ’,
form union between their divided ends rather than with I
the surrounding tissues; in their pathological-e. g., as relates I
to the doctrine that pedal distortion is originally due to para- I
lysis, and not to spasm; and in their practical teaching-
e. g., that talipes and tenotomy must for the future part-these
orthopsedic neologisms from the Charing-cross Hospital will
assuredly be closely canvassed. Whether Mr. Barwell’s views
and proposals will entirely displace tenotomy in the cure of
club-foot, or whether they will be allowed to be available in
particular cases only, remains to be seen. Probably the latter
may be the fact. But if so, this will not detract from the
merit which is always due to one who advances practical sur-
gery. It is not all aneurisms that can be treated either by
deligation or by pressure, not all calculi that can be crushed in
the bladder, nor all joints that can be resected. Neverthe-

less, what an amount of suffering has been saved and safety
ensured by having recourse to deligation, pressure, lithotrity,
and resection in proper instances ! So it may be with the new
method. All club-feet may not be readily cured without the
severance of certain tendons ; but a vast number, perhaps,
may be satisfactorily treated without such division.

The Natuj’al Laws of Husbandj’y, By JUSTUS vorr LIEBIG.
Edited by JOHN BLYTH, M. D. London: Walton and
Maberly.
ANY man who by the application of science has succeeded

in causing a given acre of land to produce larger crops than it
had hitherto done, food being thus supplied for the sustenance
of a greater number of people, may j justly be regarded as a
benefactor of his race. Such a benefactor we behold in Justus
von Liebig, who, by applying the great powers of his mind and
his profound chemical knowledge to the subject of agri-
culture, has expounded those facts and principles whereby the
earth may be made to yield its fruits in enormously increased
amount.
The volume entitled " The Natural Laws of Husbandry,"

edited by Dr. Blyth, contains the latest researches and views
of the illustrious author in respect to husbandry, the work
abounding in information of the most important and practical
character.
The old belief entertained was, that in order to produce large

crops nothing more was necessary than to supply the soil with
an abundance of manure rich in nitrogen. The fallacy of
this opinion was first thoroughly demonstrated by Liebig, who
showed that the mineral constituents of the soil were not less

important to the character and quantity of the crop than the
amount of nitrogen. This " mineral theory" of vegetation has
encountered a great deal of opposition in this country, but,
nevertheless, of its substantial accuracy not a doubt can be
fairly entertained, and to it in the present volume Liebig still
adheres.
Of the matter of the book nothing further need be observed :

its arrangement is particularly clear and practical. The plant
is first treated of, then the soil, and lastly, the special qualities
of the several manures in use.

This volume ought to be not merely read by all agriculturists
and farmers, but should be closely studied, and its recom-
mendations put into actual practice-an outlay of time and
thought which will be amply repaid in the profitable form of
heavy crops.

ADDENBROOKE’s HOSPITAL, CAMBRIDGE.&mdash;At a Special
Court, holden on Monday last, the Vice-Chancellor in the
chair, Dr. Latham, Fellow of Downing College, Cambridge,
was unanimously elected physician to this institution, in the
place of Dr. Haviland, resigned.

New Inventions
IN AID OF THE

PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY.

FLEXIBLE ICE AND WATER BOTTLE.

Tiiis little invention of Mr. Banks is a very useful and inge.
nious substitute for the old-fashioned, inconvenient, and un-
cleanly bladder. The recent monograph of Professor Esmarch,

published by the New Sydenham Society, has drawn attention
to the numerous useful applications which may be made in
surgery of ice and cold water in india-rubber bags. This large
soft bottle of prepared india-rubber is light, very flexible, and
water-tight. It assumes any form, and may be applied to the
patient with or without the aid of an attendant. It is durable,
portable, and not affected by acids or hot climates. The price
is moderate.

ASSUMPTION OF PROFESSIONAL NAMES TO
DESIGNATE QUACK MEDICINES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;[ have just received a letter from M. Ricord asking
me what he can do to prevent the scandalous use now being
made of his name in London in order to sell a secret remedy
advertised under the title of " Essence of Life." He goes on to

say: "You must have seen this announced in the journals for
a long time past, and I depend upon your kind friendship to
assist me in putting an end to this infamous traffic (exploitation),
which those who do not know better might attribute to me.
I shall be, moreover, most thankful if you will in THE LANCET
make a protest in my name against the system."
The advertisement to which M. Ricord alludes is, I presume,

the following, which I cut out of the Daily Telegraph of the
28th ult. :-

" The Vigour of Youth restored in Four Weeks by Dr.
Ricord’s Essence of Life.-This wonderful agent will restore
manhood to the most shattered constitution in four weeks.
Success in every case is as certain as that water quenches thirst.
Price or four quantities in one for 338. Sent anywhere,
carefully packed, for remittance." "

I fear that M. Ricord cannot hinder this employment of his
high name to bring grist to the mill of those unprincipled per-
sons who only thus use it for the purpose of gulling the public,
as the public has been already gulled by quack medicines im-
pudently advertised under the names of Cooper, Brodie, and
Locock, and as the public will continue to be gulled so long as
the Government goes shares with the quack in the proceeds of
his plunder, and contentedly receives its dirty three-halfpence
of duty on every bottle.

I shall be pleased to forward to M. Ricord the opinions of
your subscribers, but I fear he can expect little redress, other-
wise I should presume the above-named eminent medical men
would have already taken steps to prevent their names being
connected with secret remedies.
With respect to the second request, that I make a protest

on behalf of my distinguished friend and teacher, lest it be

supposed that he is in any way mixed up with this discredit-
able advertisement, I feel you will kindly lend me your assist-
ance. May I not tell him that no educated man in England
supposes M. Ricord would lend himself to charlatanism ? Per-

haps, however, you will agree with me in thinking that an
occasional protest will be of use in reminding us-who are
accustomed to look upon the matter as one of the inconve-
niences attendant upon the liberty of the subject enjoyed in
England-that the assumption of respectable names for the
vilest purposes is peculiar to Great Britain, and would not be
submitted to in France.

I am. Sir. vours obedientlv.
WM. ACTON, M.R.C.S.Queen Anne-street, May, 186:

SMALL-POX AT WiNDSOB.&mdash;We hear that the small-
pox has broken out in the barracks at Windsor. In one regi-
ment alone eleven cases are reported to have occurred.


